December 2020 eNewsletter

Superintendent's Message
Dear EPCHS Parents & Guardians:
The 2020 holidays are here and I hope you are planning safely for your celebrations. Winter
break is now in session and we will return to school on Monday, January 4. At that time, we
will continue our Adaptive Pause with remote learning for all students through January 8.
I am truly proud of our students and sta for their commitment to the education process
during these trying times. Winter break is well-deserved, especially this year.
If you have not had time to see holiday events from our ne arts students, I encourage you
to watch their Winter Concert and the Madrigal Singers', A Musical Christmas Card. The
students did a remarkable job!
We understand that some families are experiencing di cult times. Please know that your
EPCHS Family is here and do not hesitate to reach out to us for assistance.
On behalf of the Board of Education, administration, teachers and sta , I hope you enjoy
the season with family and allow yourself time to relax and unwind.
Sincerely,
Thomas O’Malley
Superintendent

EPCHS to Launch New Website
As EPCHS sta and students return to school following Winter Break, they will nd a new website.
The new site will launch the week of December 28 and will provide a more modern design, userfriendly navigation, and better search features.
The new website is part of the Board of Education’s goal to improve communications with parents,
students, sta , and the community. It is a critical communication tool here at EPCHS; conducive to
learning and engaging.
EPCHS began the website search and design process last spring after the Board and
Administration received comments from a variety of community members, parents, and students
suggesting the need. After reviewing website hosts, Blackboard was chosen for EPCHS.
Over the next nine months, EPCHS Community Relations and Technology sta worked closely
with the vendor to develop a design that represents the District’s brand and meets the needs of
the school community. They then migrated and developed content for the 100+ pages of the new
website.

Nellie O'Grady Receives Chick Evans Scholarship
Congratulations to senior Nellie O'Grady. Nellie, the daughter of Martin and Diane O'Grady, has
received a Chick Evans Scholarship.
A caddie at Beverly Country Club, Nellie is enrolled in Honors and AP courses at EPCHS, and
currently ranks 4th in her Senior class. She is very active in school as a member of the Volleyball
Team, Student Government, National Honor Society, School Musicals, Science Olympiad, and
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA).
"Nellie has applied to colleges and is waiting to hear back from them," according to Counselor Tom
Eisenbraun. "Knowing Nellie's tremendous academic and extra-curricular record, she is going to
have several great options." He added, "I have been fortunate to work with Nellie as a counselor
and a volleyball coach, and I could not be more thrilled for her to receive the Evans Scholarship.
Her extraordinary work ethic and leadership skills truly stand out in the classroom, on the court,
and beyond. In addition, she is one of the nicest and most genuine students you'll ever meet."

Matt Summers Chosen for
ILMEA All-State Honors Chorus
Congratulations to junior Matthew Summers who has been chosen to participate in the 2021
ILMEA (Illinois Music Education Association) All-State Honors Chorus! Students from across the
state were selected through an audition process as a representation of the best musicians in each
of the nine Illinois Music Education Association districts. Matt will participate in the Illinois Music
Education Conference January 27-30, 2020 in Peoria, Illinois.
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